MOLLY of the MOHAWKS

An opera in 4 acts.

Music and Words by

AUGUSTA CECCONI-BATES

Copyright 2007

Many thanks to 

James Maracle, historian for the Bay of Quinte Mohawks; 

Eugene Seymour of the Mohawk community at Akwasasne. 

A special thanks to Sue Bazely for her research;

  to Rollin V. Hanson and  to Jim Argo  -- (A..C.B.)

Molly Brant, Soprano  William Johnson, Bass   Joseph Brant. Tenor    

Two Elders,  Tenor and Bass-Baritone  Two Matrons, Soprano and Alto

2 Farmers, Bass, Tenor Dancers, Chorus, Orchestra

CONDUCTOR: The Artistic Director and Conductor is the respected Maestro Charles Schneider who will lead members of the Utica Symphony,  soloists and chorus .

STAGE DIRECTOR:  Marilee Ensign       CHOREOGRAPHER: Nancy Long

SOLOISTS:  COLBY THOMAS, internationally acclaimed soprano, recently returned Germany from her role 


in the Berlin production of Phantom of the Opera. 


          ERIC JOHNSON, highly praised basso, familiar to Central New York opera goers.

September 4, 2008 8 p.m. 
Earlville Opera House, Earlville, NY

September 5, 2008 8 p.m. 
Turning Stone Casino Auditorium, Oneida Nation, Vernon, NY

September 6, 2008 8 p.m. 
Dulles State Office Bldg., Watertown, NY

September 11, 2008 8 p.m.
Lowville Academy, Lowville, NY    

September 11, 2008 
 a 45-min. program  Lowville Academy for History & Music classes.

September 12, 2008 8 p.m. 
Hartwick College Anderson Hall, Oneonta, NY

September 13, 2008 8 p.m. 
Capitol Theatre for Performing Arts, Rome, NY

MOLLY OF THE MOHAWKS, a new work based on the life  and work of the Mohawk Loyalist, Molly Brant, has been written and copyrighted by the composer-librettist Augusta Cecconi-Bates. 

Now a four act opera which grew out of the original one-woman opera of 2003 as premiered in Kingston Ontario under the aegis of C.A.R.F. (Cataraqui Archaeological Research Foundation). The 2003 production was sung by the acclaimed Kingston soprano Rhona Gale, with Carrie Wyatt, flute, and the composer at the piano.

The story line is taken from the history Molly Brant and the Mohawk people. The research paper, "Konwatsiatsiaenni, Who Was She?" by Sue Bazely (1995) forms the basis of the libretto. Songs from the original 2003 opus are used in the new opera. Additional music has been composed for this four act opera.

Material gleaned from Mohawk oral histories and from written history helps fill out the drama. The roles of Joseph Brant, Matrons and Elders of the Mohawks, as well that of Sir William Johnson are now integral episodes in the opera. Three scenes deal with the Battle of Oriskany (August 6, 1777) when for the first time, the Iroquois Nations fought on opposing sides. By late 1779, the Mohawks went north, never to return to the land of their beginnings.

The opera calls for Native drummers and dancers, paricularly in the scenes dealing with the Covenance Chain and the Wedding Scene after the Proclamation of 1763. 
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COMPLETE AND SEND THIS ENTIRE PAGE WITH YOUR DONATION

To The Oriskany Alliance, Inc. :

Yes, I wish to help MOLLY OF THE MOHAWKS. I want to be a part of history. 

Here is my check (or money order):  Check or M. O. payable to: The Oriskany Alliance, Inc.






Amount ___________________

Name:______________________________________

Address:____________________________________


______________________________________


______________________________________

The Oriskany Alliance, Inc. attn. Mr. Edwin J. Schroll

7801 State Route 69

Oriskany, NY 13424

DONOR LEVELS
 A. - up to $49 - Honor Donor      B. $50 - $99 - Bronze
C. $100 - $249 - Silver   

D. $250 - $499 - Gold    E. $500 + - First Nighter        

*REWARDS:

A.   Honor Donor  ( - $49) -- A one-year membership
B.   Bronze ($50 -  $99) -- A souvenir booklet - ($10 value) 

C.   Silver ($100 - $249) -- CD of opera ($25 value)

D.   Gold ($250 - $499) -- CD & Booklet ($35 value)

E.   First Nighter ($500+) -- CD, Booklet, and 2 tickets to performance of your choice.($85 value)

*all levels will receive a one-year membership in the Oriskany Alliance, Inc. 

